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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of species I (claims 1 -3 and 6-20) in the 
reply filed on November 28, 2008 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the 
ground(s) that search for all pending claims together would not be burdensome. 
This is not found persuasive because identified species are different in mode of 
operation and patentably distinct from each other. The requirement is still 
deemed proper and is therefore maintained. Claims 1-20 are pending. The 
applicant is respectfully requested to cancel the withdrawn claims. 

Title 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is 
clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-3 and 6-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

The term "in case" in claims 1-4, 6-7 and 1 1 is a relative term which 
renders the claim indefinite. The term "in case" is not defined by the claim, the 
specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, 
and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope 
of the invention. 
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Claim 1 recites the limitation "the wide area network" in line 6. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the predetermined port address" in line 8. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the address/port information" in line 10. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 2 recites the limitation "the predetermined number" in line 3. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 3 recites the limitation "it" in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 7 recites the limitation "its" in line 3. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 10 recites the limitation "a predetermined port number" in line 2. it 
is unclear to the examiner whether it is referring to the predetermined port 
number in preceded claims. 

Claim 10 recites the limitation "the LAN" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 10 recites the limitation "itself in line 3. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 11 recites the limitation "itself in line 7. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim 14 recites the limitation "the LAN" in line 5. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 18 recites the limitation "its" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 18 recites the limitation "the port numbers" in line 5. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 18 recites the limitation "the port assignment information" in line 7. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 18 recites the limitation "the display information" in line 10. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 19 recites the limitation "a predetermined port number" in line 2. It 
is unclear to the examiner whether it is referring to the same predetermined port 
number in the preceded claim. 

Claim 19 recites the limitation "the transfer" in line 3. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
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only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-3 and 6-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 

anticipated by Goto et al. (U.S. Pub No. 2003/0177236) hereinafter referred as 
Goto. 

As the examiner understands claim 1 , Goto teaches a server, which is 
subordinate to a relay device having a port forwarding feature, comprising: a port 
management means, which requests the relay device to assign a predetermined 
port number for a representative server and which is assigned a port number by 
the relay device, wherein the port management means acquires the wide area 
network address of the relay device and port mapping information in case the 
port management means is registered to the predetermined port address and, 
further wherein the port management means provides the address/port 
information on other servers in response to an access from a wide area network 
([0009, 0027,0029,0031]). 

As the examiner understands claim 2, Goto teaches the server according 
to claim 1 , wherein when a request is issued to the relay device, in case the 
predetermined number is unregistered, the port management means is assigned 
the predetermined port number, in case the predetermined port number is 
registered, the port management means is assigned another port number 
([0061]). 
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As the examiner understands claim 3, Goto teaches the server according 
to claim 1 , wherein in case it is assigned to the predetermined port number, said 
port management means periodically requests port mapping information ([0013]). 

As the examiner understands claim 6, Goto teaches the server according 
to claim 1 , wherein in case the server is assigned a predetermined port number, 
the port management means requests use registration information from the relay 
device and fetches port mapping information from the use registration information 
([0013]). 

As the examiner understands claim 7, Goto teaches the server according 
to claim 1 , wherein in case the server is assigned a predetermined port number, 
the port management means notifies the other server of its port number assigned 
([0061]). 

As the examiner understands claim 8, Goto teaches the server according 
to any one of claims 1 through 7, further comprising: a web page generating 
section and generating a web page where address information on other servers 
is attached in a linkable fashion ([0093]). 

As the examiner understands claim 9, Goto teaches the server according 
to any one of claims 1 through 8, wherein the port management means adds host 
names for identification to other servers and posts the host names in the address 
information ([0062]). 

As the examiner understands claim 10, Goto teaches the server according 
to any one of claims 1 through 9, wherein when the server has detected that a 
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server registered to a predetermined port number withdrew from the LAN, 
another server transmits an identification message to register itself to the 
predetermined port ([0027]). 

As the examiner understands claim 1 1 , Goto teaches the server according 
to claim 10, wherein other servers transmit identification messages after a 
random time has elapsed and, in case two or more servers issue identification 
message within a certain time after that, these servers transmit identification 
messages respectively after a random time has elapsed until a sole server which 
identifies itself uses the predetermined port number ([0009]). 

As the examiner understands o claim 12, Goto teaches the server 
according to any one of claims 1 through 9, wherein after detection of withdrawal, 
another server is registered to the predetermined port based on the mapped port 
numbers ([0013]). 

As the examiner understands claim 13, Goto teaches the server according 
to claim 10, wherein after detection of withdrawal, other servers respectively 
transmit identification messages after a time calculated from each server-specific 
value has elapsed and a sole server determined based on a predetermined 
determination rule becomes a representative server and is registered to said 
predetermined port ([0009]). 

As the examiner understands claim 14, Goto teaches the server according 
to any one of claims 10 through 13, wherein a server registered to a 
predetermined port number communicates as a single unit a withdrawal notice 
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message to the servers in the LAN to notify that the server has withdrawn from 
the LAN ([0017]). 

As the examiner understands claim 15, Goto teaches the server according 
to any one of claims 1 0 through 1 3, wherein a server in the LAN detects that 
there is no inquiry about port mapping information from the server registered to a 
predetermined port number to detect that the server has withdrawn from the LAN 
([0017]). 

As the examiner understands claim 16, Goto teaches the server according 
to any one of claims 10 through 13, wherein all servers in the LAN make inquiries 
to the server registered to a predetermined port number about its presence and 
receiving no response, detects the server has withdrawn from the LAN ([0017]). 

As the examiner understands claim 17, Go to teaches the server 
according to any one of claims 1 through 16, further comprising: a camera, an 
image data generator, which processes a picture signal of a picture shot with the 
camera to encode the signal, and a web server section, which transmits the 
image data to a wide area network, wherein the server transmits a photographed 
image as an image server ([0060]). 

Claims 18-20 do not teach or define any new limitations other than above 
claims. Therefore, claims 18-20 also rejected for similar reasons. 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line 
numbers in the references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of 
the applicant. Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings 
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of the art and are applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, 
other passages and figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from 
the applicant in preparing responses, to fully consider the references in its 
entirety as potentially teaching of all or part of the claimed invention, as well as 
the context. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Faruk Hamza whose telephone number is 571-272-7969. 

The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached at 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for the 

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 

about the PAIR system, see http:/^ Should you have questions on 

access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 

886-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Faruk Hamza 

Patent Examiner 

Group Art Unite 2455 

/Faruk Hamza/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2455 



